


DBMFRICTION are manufacturers and suppliers of quality friction material. DBMFRICTION is South 

Africa’s leading manufacturer of quality friction material for the past 50 years and is situated in, 

Howick, Merrivale and Pretoria. These modern and technically advanced production facilities 

manufactures and exports quality friction high performance Disk Pads, Brake Linings, Industrial 

Clutches, Semi-Flexible and Braking Friction Materials. DBMFRICTION strives to consistently and 

competitively produce quality products supported by a thorough understanding of our customers 

needs and requirements.

DBMFRICTION GROUP – INSIGHT



DBMFRICTION is one of the country's leading manufacturers of brake friction materials to the automotive and brake 

industry. The company’s product portfolio comprises of disc brake pads and drum brake linings for passenger cars, 

commercial vehicles and trains, together with friction materials for industrial applications. With its brands 

Dynotherm, Bremz and Metpro, DBMFRICTION has a market-leading position in the African replacement parts 

market. Under the aforementioned brand names, DBMFRICTION develops and produces friction materials for 

industrial applications. DBMFRICTION has operations in Pretoria, KwaZulu-Natal (Howick and Merrivale). The DBM 

Friction Group employs approximately 135 people country wide.

DBMFRICTION GROUP – INDUSTRY POSITIONING

Leaders in the manufacturing and development of high quality friction & brake material.
Delivering quality Composite Brake Components to the global market for over 50 years.



• Location:   Howick, Merrivale - DYNOTHERM

• Location: Akasia, Rosslyn, Pretoria – METPRO RAIL

• Location: Mopane Road, Merrivale, Howick- BREMZ

• Certifications: IATF ISO9001, E Mark and SANAS 

• Established:  1996

• Product lines

• LV / CV pads, CV Linings, Rail block/ pads, 
Industrial and sintered industrial.

• Capability   

• Dynotherm – CV pads, CV Linings, Industrial  and sintered 
industrial.

• 12,000M2 Total Site 

• 8,000M2 Manufacturing 

• Bremz – LV & MCV Brake Pads

• 1,800M2 Manufacturing 

• Metpro Rail – Rail Blocks & Rail Pads

• 3,800M2 Manufacturing 

• Current tot HC: 135

DBMFRICTION GROUP – LOCATION / CAPABILITY

• Technology: 

 Hot press-cure and hot form pressing, Dyno testing facilities, Friction 
Kraus testers (mu), Dry Mixing, Continuous Finishing lines, High 
Speed Stamping, Tool Room, Wire Cutting, Painting Lines 

• Customers: 

 Transnet, Local General Aftermarket, Africa, Europe, US, UK, 
Australia and various other parts of the global market

DYNOTHERM METPRO RAIL

BREMZ



Opened Retail Store - AutoBrake suppling Automotive friction 
products to the general aftermarket.

Purchased Ferobrake Pinetown suppling automotive friction 
products to the general aftermarket

Purchased RBS Brake, LV brake manufacturing plant in Durban, 
manufacturing LV brake pads for sale to the general 
aftermarket.

Purchased Tenneco, DRIV friction manufacturing equipment.

DBMFRICTION GROUP – OUR FOUNDATIONS & GROWTH

Founded Empangeni Friction based in Cato Ridge manufacturing and 
supplying LV, CV, truck and bus brake linings and pads for sale to the 
general aftermarket under the brand name of BREMZ.

Established and installed moulded Roll and segment manufacturing plant.

Purchased Brake lining plant from India for manufacture and 
supply of CV brake linings for truck and bus brakes

Purchased TMD FRICTION, Dynotherm,  manufacturing plant and 
site, CV linings, CV pads, clutch facings and industrial friction, 
sintered/traditional products

1996

2001

2008

2009

2016

2020

2012

2021

2022

Purchased CBC, Metpro Rail  manufacturing plant. 
Formed and Registered DBMFRICTION GROUP 

Purchased new LV disc brake pad mixing, hot press-cure plant 
and finishing manufacturing plant. Increase manufacturing 
capability to 138 LV part numbers



2 x LaboratoriesDynamometer Testing

Measures frictional performance at constant pressure

Used for Light Vehicle/Passenger application testing
Inertia range from  30 kg.m² to 250 kg.m²

Used for commercial vehicle and railway application testing
Inertia range from  630 kg.m² to 1640 kg.m²

Used to determine friction material  deflection under specified 
load and temperature

Used to verify structural integrity between backing 
plate and the friction material on light vehicle pads

Physical Testing

7 x Krauss Testers

2 x Simulation 
Dynamometers

3 x Large Inertia  
Dynamometer

2 x Compressibility Machine
1 x Rockwell Hardness

2 x Shear machine

DBMFRICTION GROUP – TESTING CAPABILITIES



➢ DBMFRICTION is an incorporation of 3 manufacturing facilities namely: Dynotherm, Bremz and Metpro Rail.

➢ DBMFRICTION manufacture surface and underground solutions to the automotive and mining industry, including products approved for 

use on underground locomotives, used in deep level mining operations.

➢ The company’s quality control and management systems are ISO 9001 accredited and conform to international standards, including the 

requirements of the Passenger Rail Association of South Africa, The American Association of Railroads and the Australian Railroad 

Group, in keeping with the highest environmental, health and safety standards.

➢ Dynotherm supports the regulations and rules for Environmental care and are therefore an environmentally friendly manufacturer. All 

products are asbestos free and conform to stringent international statutory requirements. Dynotherm’s sintered pads contain ethanol resin 

fibers and perform at temperatures of 800 degrees Celsius without the use of heavy metals thus exceeding global environmental 

standards.

➢ BBBEE rating of level 1.

➢ Site is an active contributor towards local economic and social development.

➢ Delivering quality Composite Brake Components to the global market for over 50 years.

➢ Design and develop asbestos free composite brake blocks and brake pads to customer specifications

➢ New Product introductions can be achieved within 30 working days.

DBMFRICTION GROUP – GENERAL INFORMATION



#1 AFRICA

Aftermarket Product Brands and Services

• Commercial Vehicle Linings

• Commercial Vehicle Pads

• Sintered Products

• Roll Form

• Friction Segments

• CV Linings

• LV Disc Brake Pads

Rail Products 

PRODUCTS

MARKETS #1 Rest of AFRICA #1 Africa

DBMFRICTION GROUP – BRANDS / CUSTOMERS

KEY CUSTOMERS • Transnet,

• Kenya Rail; Mozambique 

Rail; Botswana Rail

• Namibia Rail; Uganda 

Rail; Swaziland Rail

• Tanzania Rail; DRC Rail

Light Motor Vehicle Heavy, Medium and Industrial 

Vehicles 

• Africa

• Local Aftermarket

• Africa

• Local Aftermarket

• Africa, Europe, US, UK, 

• Australia and 

• Various global markets

• Rail Blocks – Freighters

• Rail Blocks – Locomotives

• Rail Blocks – Industrial

• Rail Blocks - Others



Light Vehicles
• LV Disc Brake Pads  
• Roll Form  
• Friction Segments

Heavy, Medium and Industrial Vehicles

• CV Linings  

• CV Pads  

• CV Slabs  

• IND  

Rail Products

• Freighters

• Locomotives

• Industrial

• Others

DBMFRICTION GROUP – PRODUCT RANGE BY APPLICATION



DBMFRICTION GROUP – BBBEE STATUS – LEVEL 1



The company quality control and management 
systems are ISO 9001 accredited, conforms to 
international standards, including the 
requirements of the Passenger Rail Association 
of South Africa, The American Association of 
Railroads and the Australian Railroad Group, in 
keeping with the highest environmental, health 
and safety standards. 

DBMFRICTION GROUP – CERTIFICATION



DBMFRICTION GROUP – E Mark and SANS Approvals

Illustration of some of the approvals received



DBMFRICTION GROUP – E Mark and SANS Approvals cont’d

Illustration of some of the approvals received Cont’d
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